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University of the Arts London Access Agreement  
 
From the start of the 2006-07 academic year no full-time Home/EU undergraduate 
student undertaking their first such course has had to pay fees to the University 
during the period of their course.  Instead, if they wish, they are able to take 
advantage of a fees loan from the Student Loans Company and defer payment 
until after the course has finished and they are earning at least the minimum salary 
specified by the Government (£15,000 p.a. in August 2010, but subject to change).   
 
The University will be continuing to charge the higher rate of tuition fees to all full-
time Home/EU students on first degree and foundation degree courses, at least 
until 2011/12. For the 2011/12 academic year this amounts to £3,375 p.a.  The 
University is committed to using approximately 25% of the resulting increased fee 
income to support students and aspiring students with the greatest needs.  Of this 
sum half will be allocated to bursaries and the remainder to outreach activities. 
 
Currently there are separate Government support arrangements for part-time 
students and therefore this agreement relates only to full-time undergraduate 
students.   
 
 
Access Bursaries 
 
University of the Arts London is fully committed to increasing the diversity of its 
student body.  As part of this commitment the University has offered Access 
Bursaries to eligible students from 2006-07 onwards.  In 2009 the University 
reviewed its criteria for allocating Access Bursaries to ensure that they continue to 
provide the most effective support to students. The intention was to target this 
support on those with lower family income rather than those who were first 
generation HE, and also to enable students to find out earlier in the application 
process whether they were entitled to a bursary. Linking bursary entitlement to 
family income will also enable the Student Loans Company  to make payments 
direct to eligible students, which will speed up the process and avoid the need to 
complete a separate application form.  
 
 
Am I eligible for an Access Bursary? 
 
New Home students on full-time undergraduate courses in 2011/12 and whose 
annual family income is below £25,000 will be entitled to a £650 Access Bursary. 
Such students whose annual family income is between £25,000 and £31,000 will 
be entitled to a £500 Access Bursary. Students who received an Access Bursary in 
2009/10 or earlier and who are continuing their studies on the same course in 
2011/12 will continue to receive the same bursary in 2011/12.  
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To find out more about the University’s bursaries please follow this link to our 
website http://www.arts.ac.uk and click on ‘Prospective Students’ and then ‘Fees, 
Funding and Money’.  
 
How do I apply for fee support or an Access Bursary? 
 
New students in 2011/12 who have applied for student support through the Student 
Loans Company (SLC), and who have allowed their family income details to be 
used to determine the bursary entitlement, will be assessed automatically by the 
SLC and will be informed if they are entitled to a bursary.  
 
Continuing students in 2011/12 who first received an Access Bursary in 2009/10 or 
earlier will automatically continue to receive  a bursary in 2011/12 – they do not 
need to re-apply.  
 
If I do not qualify for an Access Bursary, what other support might be 
available? 
 
If you are not successful in your application for an Access Bursary you will 
automatically be considered for an award from the Access to Learning Fund (ALF).  
This is money allocated to universities by the government to provide limited help to 
students experiencing financial hardship.   
 
Other possible sources of financial support available through the University include 
money from educational charities, trusts, foundations and corporations. This type 
of support is sometimes targeted at students in greatest financial need and 
sometimes at specific subject areas depending on the aims, interests and 
requirements of the provider.  Some scholarships are also available to support 
students with outstanding ability. 
 
There are other trusts, charities and foundations external to the University that can 
occasionally provide help to students.  Detailed information about student financial 
support is available from our website http://www.arts.ac.uk (click on Prospective 
Students) and will be provided at open days, through our outreach work and with 
offer letters.  
 
 
What do we do to encourage and support students from under-represented 
groups? 
 
The University has a wide range of widening participation programmes and on-
course student support that aim to increase the diversity of the University’s 
successful applicants and support all students in fulfilling their potential. 
In particular the University wishes to encourage a significantly greater number of 
applications from students who have not, traditionally, progressed to University.  
 

http://www.arts.ac.uk/
http://www.arts.ac.uk/
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We will maintain and further develop our range of widening participation 
programmes across the University, informed by research into what works and 
assessment of impact.  We will continue to focus our widening participation 
programmes on schools and academies, FE colleges and other organisations that 
meet the Widening Participation targeting criteria provided by HEFCE and BIS, 
establishing long term partnerships.  Our original Access Agreement, which took 
effect in 2006, set a target of growth in our outreach activity by 40% by the end of 
2008/09.  This was achieved by the end of 2007/08 and this level of activity will 
continue to be maintained. 
 
We have established Progression Agreements with FE colleges and schools and 
academies, overseen by College Progression Managers, employing the National 
Arts Learning Network model.  We will maintain and further extend our Progression 
Agreements. 
 
 
How will we know if we are succeeding? 
 
Our aim is that applications to full-time undergraduate courses will reflect more 
accurately the diversity of the UK population and that this increase results in 
greater diversity of students admitted to the University. We will measure success 
by looking at the proportion of home undergraduate (UG) enrolments from National 
Statistics Socio-economic Classes (NS-SEC) 4-7, as indicated by UCAS data.   
 
We have seen a small but steady increase in this figure over the period 2005 - 
2009 and for 2008/09 the proportion was 33.1%.  (In 2008/09 the University also 
saw an increase of 2 points in the proportion of home undergraduate enrolments 
from BME backgrounds, to a figure of 30%.)  Our target for 2009 – 2012 is an 
increase in the proportion of new UG entrants from NS-SEC 4-7 by at least one 
point each year.  The University’s Widening Participation Sub-Committee will 
monitor progress towards achieving this target on an annual basis. 
 
 
Revised November 2010 
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Annex 1 

 
Financial advice and guidance to students- 

 

 

Advice and guidance will be provided to students on the following: 

 

 Course Fees 

 Access to Learning Fund 

 Bursaries 

 Student Loans 

 Student banking 

 Part-time Working 

 Council Tax 

 State Benefits 

 General Money Management 

 

This information will be available through: 

 

 Prospectuses 

 Information to schools and the wider community 

 Open Days 

 The University and college websites 

 The pre-arrival guide for students  

 The student handbook   

 Telephone and face-to-face advice and guidance 

 Printed guidance booklets on student finance matters and awards 

 Funds from charities and trusts 

 
 


